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Common Phrases 

English German Notes / When to 
Use 

I would like to have… Ich hätte gern … Polite way to order food 

Could you recommend something 
to me? 

Könnten Sie mir etwas empfehlen? Useful when unsure what to 
order 

May I offer you a cup of 
tea/coffee? 

Darf ich Ihnen eine Tasse Tee/Kaffee 
anbieten? 

Often said by staff 

Can I have the bill, please? Die Rechnung, bitte. Polite way to ask for the bill 

Is the dish spicy? Ist das Gericht scharf? Helpful if you’re sensitive to 
spice 

Is the dish gluten-free? Ist das Gericht glutenfrei? Common dietary question 

Do you have vegetarian/vegan 
dishes? 

Haben Sie vegetarische/vegane 
Gerichte? 

Works in any restaurant 

Are there any allergens? Gibt es Allergene? More natural than Gibt es 
Allergien? 

How was your food? Hat es Ihnen geschmeckt? Very common question from 
staff 

Good, thanks! Gut, danke! Short, polite reply 

It was very good Es war sehr gut Friendly feedback 

The waiter / waitress Der Kellner / Die Kellnerin Neutral and common 

The tip Das Trinkgeld Optional in Austria/Germany 

Lightly fried angebraten Often used for pancakes, 
meat 

Sprinkled with sugar mit Zucker bestreut Desserts, pancakes 

Light leicht Can mean not heavy or mild 

Fluffy fluffig Bread, pancakes, desserts 

Soft weich Texture description 

Warm warm Food temperature 

Sweet süß Flavor description 

Could we have the menu, please? Könnten wir die Speisekarte 
bekommen? 

When first seated 

Still or sparkling water? Still oder prickelnd? Very common in Austria 

With or without ice? Mit oder ohne Eis? Drinks 

That’s all, thank you Das wäre alles, danke Finishing an order 
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